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have been justly saddled with the damaging reproach of having no fixed system or doctrine.    Nor would even this have met the case; for the minority who, having, as members of the Church of England, a right to services as free from Medievalism  as the  Reformation had  left them, would have been obliged to give place to the innovations of the Ritualists, and to seek in other churches that which their forefathers had enjoyed in their own, or to set up services for themselves  as Dissenters.    It would have been pouring new wine into old bottles, and the bottles would most certainly have burst.    Sometimes the evil is represented as  merely the grumbling of aggrieved parishioners, and the remedy suggested was to let them grumble on in peace.   Sometimes the evil was represented as disobedience to the law, and the remedy suggested was either to alter the law, so as to make it no longer disobedience, or leave it to the discretion of individual bishops, whether they would riot get rid of the disobedience by not requiring the rebels to obey.   These false issues were sedulously put forth, the several evils skilfully exaggerated, and the respective remedies speciously recommended, not merely by the  open advocates of the doctrinal   Ritualists   and   the secret  apologists  of the ultras, but by men of sounder views and principles, who might have been supposed to be sufficiently lynx-eyed to see that none of these placed the point on its real issue, and that none of the remedies proposed were more than mere makeshifts and evasions; that neither the peace of the Church, nor of parishes, nor the grievances of single parishioners, nor the disobedience of the clergy to the laws, represented the real point at issue.    It was long, especially in the House of Lords, before anyone ventured to lay down that it was the maintenance of the Reformation which was at stake.    That Reformation which, irrespective of any other considerations, however plausible or